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• What is UI/UX Design?

• Editor Main Menu

• Design System Updates

• Accessibility Updates

• User Research

• Resources

• Questions
Welcome to 
EMUG: Day 1

Agenda
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• UI = User interface

• Appearance and aesthetics of a product

• Colors, fonts, styles

• Surface level interaction

What is UI?
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• UX = User experience

• Journey users go on when engaging 
with a product

• Structure and framework of the system

• Effectiveness

What is UX?
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Editor 
Main Menu

Interface updates for a 
better experience
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Project Goals

• Modernize UI to new design standards

• Reduce visual noise

• Improve accessibility

• Responsive designs
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Editor Main Menu

Current 
Interface
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Editor Main Menu

New 
Interface!
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Accessible and Informed Decisions
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• Increased font size

• Increased spacing

• New table design

Improving Legibility
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Expand and Collapse
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• Items in the 
lefthand menu 
for quick access

• Decluttering the 
content of the 
page

Easy Access, Less Scrolling
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Responsive Design
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Design 
Systems

Creating a better and more 
consistent experience
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A set of reusable components and patterns used to 

help maintain consistency across a product

What is a Design System?
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Why a Design System?

• Address larger issues 
throughout a product

• Quicker turnaround on 
new designs

• Improve accessibility
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• Components

• Patterns
• Code

• Guidance

The Make 
Up of 
Design 
Systems
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• Building blocks of a design system

• Reusable, they offer consistency and familiarity

Components
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• Made up of components and are solutions to help users achieve 

a goal through sequences and flows

Patterns

Repeatable actions such as Add, 

Cancel, Delete, Next, and Save 

are considered Patterns
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Consistent, reusable design system code can speed up development 

and create an accessible and more user-friendly experience

Code
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• Establishes content rules of the design system

• Rules on how to create and use components and patterns

Guidance
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Guideline Examples
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Guideline Examples
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Guidance Examples
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Guidance Examples
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Editor Main Menu 

Come see some of the 

new design system 

styles in our Editor 

Main Menu prototype!
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Digital
Accessibility

Investing in standards
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Strategies and standards to help make the web 
more accessible to people with disabilities

Web Accessibility
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We demonstrate our 

commitment to web 

accessibility by enabling 

access and improving 

the experience for 

all users

Our Commitment
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1. Designing accessible 
software to enhance the 
user experience for all 
users

2. Incorporating best 
practices to create an 
accessible system

Accessibility in Editorial Manager
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The Impact
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The Impact
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Standards: WCAG

Web Content Accessibility Guidelines
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Accessibility at Aries

We:
• Adhere to WCAG 2.1 Guidelines

• Train accessibility champions

• Share and collaborate through an accessibility guild

• Solicit user feedback for data-driven enhancements
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Accessibility Testing

Voluntary Product Accessibility Template
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VPAT Testing
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Beyond 
Compliance

Software can be compliant, 
yet inaccessible
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• Form fields

• Non-text content 
(images/decorative images)

• Information, structure, and 
relationships

• Keyboard-only and screen 
reader support

Areas of Focus
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Code Improvements
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Code Improvements
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Author Experience

• Significant accessibility improvements 
in 2022 and 2023

• Submission process, Author folders and 
action links

• Code and visual changes to support 
keyboard-only users, screen reader 
users, and users with visual disabilities
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Author Experience
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Our Commitment: Designing for All

Designing accessible software enhances the user 
experience for all users and allows for innovative 

design improvements

We strive to provide an accessible system for all for 
an inclusive digital world
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User 
Research

Help shape the future 
of EM!
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We invite users to partake in our User Research sessions to help us 
make informed, data-driven design enhancements!

User Research
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Share your experiences in scholarly publishing and your ways of working 
with our systems!

• Low-touch, no prep needed!

• Little-commitment, participate just a few times annually

• May skip opportunities or opt-out at any time

User Research Activities Include:

• Surveys
• Interviews

• Prototypes Testing

• Usability Sessions

Share Your User Experience!
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• Informs current and future projects
• Example: Feedback on the NavBar reveals opportunities for branding in 

other areas of EM

Iteration Based on Feedback
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Sign up for User Research Sessions
You can also sign up and find out more at the UX Station
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Stop by the UX Station at EMUG

Surveys EMUG Exclusive
Feedback Activities

Editor Main 
Menu Prototype
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• UI/UX Resource Library – Aries Website

• FAQ sheets, documentation, video tutorials, etc

• Subscribe to UI/UX Newsletter Mailing List

• Your Aries Account Coordinator

Resources

https://www.ariessys.com
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Questions?
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Stay Connected

Thank 
you! Matt Beevers

UX Designer

Mbeevers@ariessys.com

Nick Paolini

Product Manager

Npaolini@ariessys.com



www.ariessys.com

50 High Street, Suite 21

North Andover, MA 01845 USA
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