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• Authors want to focus on research and writing – not 
formatting and reference checking! 

• Reference formatting can be labor intensive!

• Scholarly Kitchen – Todd Carpenter 11/6/2014
o “What concerns me is the fact that there is so much 

time wasted in the production process of editing 
references to adhere to the house style, whatever 
that style may be…While I appreciate and 
acknowledge the importance of the references, the 
entirely manual process of checking and formatting 
the references was an incredible waste of time.”

Challenges for Authors

http://scholarlykitchen.sspnet.org/2014/11/06/why-are-publishers-and-editors-wasting-time-formatting-
citations/?utm_source=feedburner&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=Feed%3A+ScholarlyKitchen+
%28The+Scholarly+Kitchen%29



Challenges for Journals
• Journals need accurate bibliographies 

downstream for editing and publication

• Which could lead to…

• Editors and staff cleaning up references 

• Which leads to….



Automatically extracts and links the references 
from the Word file during submission

via CrossRef/PubMed

Retractions Identified

Automatically re-formats references to journal style

Automatically creates clean XML

eXtyles integrated into EM/PM

Solution





Reference Linking



Before Linking



After Linking



What does Linking do?
• References Linked to PubMed/CrossRef
• Word Doc is mark-up with edits
• Missing data added, e.g. missing page 

numbers
• Inaccurate data corrected, e.g. author name 

misspelled
• DOI added 
• Retractions identified



Clean-Up



What does Clean-up do?
• References are formatted to the correct 

journal style!
• Out-of-the-box styles: APA, AMA, Chicago, 

ICMJE
• Custom journal styles available



Workflow?
• Trigger points: 
• Submission
• Revision 
• Acceptance



Other “Solutions”
• Authors required to pre-format and correct 

references – then linking is completed 
• Authors cut & paste references into web-forms
• Reference search only

 Authors don’t have to pre-format 
references! 

 Authors simply submit their Word 
Doc- no need for a web-form

 References linked! 



Live Demo
Author Submission



What a difference!
• Authors: 

o References don’t have to be pre-formatted! 
o Instructed on what changes need to be made or 

corrections made automatically! 

• Editors: 
o Evaluate quality of manuscripts by viewing reference 

linking validation and mark-up manuscript (reviewers enjoy 
benefit too)

o Retractions identified
o Accurate references for downstream systems (especially 

important for XML-First workflows)



Configuration - Easy
• Contact your Account Coordinator to enable first! 
• System Administrator Functions

o PolicyManager
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