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Working with Preprint Servers

Sally Ubnoske, Senior Business Systems Analyst, subnoske@ariessys.com
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Traditional Peer Review vs Preprints
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What is a Preprint?

In academic publishing, a preprint is a version of a 
scholarly or scientific paper that precedes publication 
in a peer-reviewed scholarly or scientific journal. The 
preprint may persist, often as a non-typeset version 
available free, after a paper is published in a journal. 

Preprint. (2017, May 02). Retrieved May 02, 2017, from 
https://en.Wikipedia.org/wiki/Preprint
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What is a Preprint? 
• A complete scientific manuscript uploaded by the authors to a public server
• Contains complete data and methodologies
• Can be the same manuscript being submitted to a journal; can have a 

preprint DOI
• Following brief QA, posted on the web without peer review
• Can be viewed by anyone in the world
• Allows scientists to directly control the dissemination of their work to the 

world-wide scientific community
• Can be confused with open peer review and post-publication peer review

Preprint info center. (n.d.). Retrieved May 02, 2017, from 
http://asapbio.org/preprint-info
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Traditional Peer Review vs Preprints

• Months vs Days
• Post-review vs Pre-review
• May or may not be considered 

for tenure
• Delay vs immediate access to 

new findings

• What do preprints mean for the 
version of record?

• What is the impact on libraries 
and repositories?

• Do preprints provide solution for 
publication of negative results?

• When will institutions recognize 
preprints as part of an author’s 
body of work?
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Biology Preprints over Time
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A Plethora of Preprint Servers!
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John Inglis
Co-founder of bioRxiv, Cold Spring Harbor Laboratory’s preprint service for the life 
sciences
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Jennifer Kemp
Member & Community Outreach | Crossref

10



Preprints at 
Crossref Jennifer Kemp

@SaysJKemp
jkemp@crossref.org

EMUG, Boston, June 2017



~ 1999-2000



“Cannot assign 
Crossref DOIs to 

duplicative works”



Except for….



Reprints

Translations
Exceptional 

manifestations



“publish ahead of print”
“online ahead of print”

“article in progress”
“article in press”

“online first”
etc.



Which basically 
left preprints…



“Cannot assign 
Crossref DOIs to 

duplicative works”





Fast-forward 
to July 2016





Today at 
Crossref



It’s all about 
relations:

relationships in 
the metadata 
connect up the 
full story of the 
research







preprints must be clearly 
labeled as such



preprints must link to 
published version DOI 
if/when there is one 
available
(we send a notification of any matches)



later published versions 
may link to preprint 
version





Thank you
Jennifer Kemp
@SaysJKemp
jkemp@crossref.org



Preprints in EM/PM
Upload from arXiv.org | Preprint DOIs | Transmit to a Preprint Server
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Upload from arXiv.org
For Article Types configured to “Allow file uploads from arXiv.org server”
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The Author enters the arXiv Identifier and 
clicks “Attach arXiv Files”
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The File is Uploaded and Added to the File Inventory
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Configure on the Edit Article Type Page
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Assigning a Preprint DOI in EM/PM
For publications configured for ProduXion Manager

37



Assign Preprint DOI as a Production Task

Initiate Production
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Assign Preprint DOI as a Production Task
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Display on Custom Details page
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Display on Production Status Grid

Select the “Display the Preprint DOI” checkbox on the PolicyManager
Configure Identifiers Displayed in Production Tracking page.
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Transmit Preprint DOI as a Production Task
For publications configured for ProduXion Manager
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XML Tagging for Production Task Transmittals

Production Task Exports
• JATS 1.0A 
• JATS 1.1A 
• JATS 1.1A V2
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Preprint DOI Configuration (behind the scenes!)

The Preprint DOI feature must be enabled by the Aries Account Coordinator
• ‘None’ or ‘Automatic Assignment’
• Enter Preprint DOI Generation Prefix
• Select ‘Assignment Format’
• Enter ‘Number of Digits in Suffix’ and ‘Incrementing Starting Number’
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Things to Remember!
• Authors can upload a manuscript from a Preprint Server
• Submissions can be transmitted to a Preprint Server (if they accept 

JATS)
• Preprint DOI is unique and can be assigned ONCE via a Submission 

Production Task
• Preprint DOI can be assigned Preprint DOI can be written to the XML 

file 
• Preprint DOIs can be displayed on custom Details pages, the Transmittal 

Form page, and the Production Status Grid page
• Preprint DOIs are transferred for EM-to-EM and EM-to-non-EM 

transfers
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Thank you!
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