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To 16.1 and Beyond 
Beta to begin September/October 2019 

Upgrades November/December 2019 
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Reassign Open Editor Assignments 

Editors often leave a publication with open assignments – often they 
are stepping down as Editor-in-Chief or some other editorial board 
role. 

Currently there are ways to handle reassignment of papers from one 
Editor to another, but these processes are manual and sometimes 
they skew historical data.   

SOLUTION: New functionality will allow open assignments to be 
either transferred batchwise from one editor to another or 
distributed among multiple new editors. 
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Reassign Open Editor Assignments 

The user goes to a 
page that lists all the 
open assignments 
associated with that 
Editor.  

A checkbox appears 
next to each.  

User selects the 
submissions and clicks 
the Reassign button. 
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Reassign Open Editor Assignments 

The previous Editor will be identified on all reassigned submissions 
that they had previously handled. 
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Submission Updates via EM Web Services API 
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A new General Purpose Transactional API and Web Service was 
introduced in version 15.1. This API allows customers to retrieve 
submission metadata from the system using API calls. 

EM will now allow select submission data, specifically Additional 
Manuscript Detail (AMD) fields, to be sent to the system with the 
intention of populating or overwriting data already in those fields. 



Additional Manuscript Details Merge Fields 
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New custom merge 
fields will pull AMD 
descriptions and their 
values into Letters 
sent out from EM. 

 



Production Tracking – Enterprise View 

Production tracking in ProduXion Manager (PM) follows the Editorial Manager 
model of “one journal, one site”.  This means the Production Tasks menu 
provides searching and visibility to submissions and tasks on the single journal 
level. However, many users involved in the production process work across 
publications, especially those managing the work. 

 

SOLUTION: Provide a Cross-Publication Production Tasks menu that combines 
submissions and tasks from multiple PM sites, so that the user can log in to 
one site to perform tasks assigned to them from any PM site, and/or to 
manage submissions in production across the PM sites. 
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Enterprise View 
(16.1) 
  
 Contains links and 

folders that combine 
all pubs that a user 
can access 

 Quick Searches are 
saved searches that 
can include results 
from across pubs 

 To Do List has all tasks 
assigned to logged-in 
user across all pubs 
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Enterprise View 
(17.0) 
  
 Task Management 

Overview allows a 
"birds-eye" view of 
tasks and Editor 
workloads across 
pubs 

 Submission Overview 
allows a "birds-eye" 
view of status of each 
submission across 
pubs 
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Enterprise View 
(17.0) 
  

 Scheduling  
 Provides statistics about 

each issue such as 
Current Number of 
Submissions, Page 
Budget and Image Counts  

 Allows drill-down into 
issue's TOC, access to 
files and correspondence 

 Reports section allows 
access to reminder 
reports and all cross-
publication reports 
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LiXuid ManuscriptTM
 
Roadmap 

PHASE 1: New Author UI and Metadata Xtract 

PHASE 2: Automated XML Workflow  
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Submit Manuscript – Xtract 
 

Planned improvements: 
 

 Extraction of keywords 
 Discreet affiliations into separate fields 
 Matching Institutions with identifiers (Ringgold, GRID, ORGID) 
 Extraction of funding information from acknowledgements  
 Extraction from PDFs 
 Extraction from LaTex and arXiv 
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Keywords 
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Submit Manuscript – Xtract 
 



Discrete 
Affiliations 

Company Confidential - Aries Systems Corporation 

Submit Manuscript – Xtract 
 



Xtract from 
PDF, LaTex and 
arXiv  
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Submit Manuscript – Xtract 
 



Repositories – Data, Video, etc. 
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Repositories and data trusts, both commercial and 
institutional, are increasingly being used to store large 
data sets, image banks, video libraries and code 
snippets.  
 
This is particularly important for initiatives in 
reproducibility, open science, and open data – FAIR 
data! 

Making data Findable, Accessible,  
Interoperable, and Re-usable. 



Repositories – Data, Video, etc. 
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An easy way to submit data sets to repositories. 



Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff 

Request and Grant/Deny Due Date Extensions – mechanism for Authors and Reviewers to 
request a due date extension, and for Editors and staff to grant or deny the extension 
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Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff 

Removing Role 
Shortcuts – easy 
access to close 
out open Editor 
assignments 
instead of 
hunting down 
each assignment 
that prevents the 
role change or 
people record 
inactivation 
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Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff 

Re-invite Reviewer Link – a 
quick way to re-
invite/assign Reviewers 
who declined or got un-
invited, but then later agree 
to do the assignment  
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Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff 
Article Type Specific Recommendation Terms – Ability to define a list of Reviewer 
Recommendation and Editor Decision Terms by Article Type 
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Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff 

Quick Search Box – field in menu bar to enter a ms number and quickly find a 
submission, without going to the Search Submission tool 
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Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff 

Allow “R” in MS Number Search – e.g., ASC123R2 
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Batch Functionality 

Batch Editor Assignment – be able to assign multiple submissions to a single Editor at once, 
send just a single email to that Editor, allow editor to accept or decline assignments in batch 
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Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff 

Reviewer Search Preferences – set the default Reviewer searching method, 
e.g., always search entire database, search for a specific Reviewer role 

Automatic Reviewer Role – for Authors of accepted papers, grant them a 
Reviewer role automatically 

TechCheck Templates – different Article Types can have different TechCheck 
parameters 
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Batch Functionality 

Set Final Disposition – 
Be able to set the Final 
Disposition for multiple 
submissions at once 
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Batch Functionality 

Turn On and Turn Off 
Flags – be able to 
enable or disable flags 
on multiple submission 
at once 

Company Confidential - Aries Systems Corporation 



Batch Functionality 

Article Type 
Configuration – change 
configurations across 
multiple Article Types at 
once 
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Letter/Email Improvements 
Attachments – configure standard file attachments so that when the letter is 
sent from EM the attachment will automatically be included 

“High Importance” designation – allow emails to be designated as High 
Importance on a template level and ad hoc when sending 
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Reminder Letter Enhancements 
Configure Reminder Letters to Send by Intervals – instead of setting up 
multiple reports with different due dates, configure a single report the sends 
reminders at intervals, e.g., after 1 day, 5 days and 10 days 

Auto-reminders for Co-Authors – automated reminders to co-authors for 
verification, verify and register, and completing questionnaires 



Cross-Publication Functionality 

Article Type Configuration – create Article Types or change 
configurations across multiple EM sites at once 

Submission Item Configuration – create Submission Items or change 
configurations across multiple EM sites at once 

Production Task Configuration – create Tasks or change 
configurations across multiple EM/PM sites at once 

Role Configuration – create Editor and Reviewer roles or change 
configurations across multiple EM/PM sites at once 
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General Purpose Transactional API and Web Services 

Notification Services that use webhooks to deliver messages to customer-
specified endpoints as workflow events occur 

 Users can configure endpoints to which notifications should be sent, and 
select the workflow events that will trigger these notifications 

 
Web Services that allow users to retrieve data using a GET method 

  Publications has a Web Services account registered with Editorial 
Manager 

 These accounts will be configured by Client Services 
 Publication sends the request in the specified format, and results are 

returned 
 Information delivered in either XML or JSON 
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General Purpose Transactional API and Web Services 
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We are looking to our customers to define how this general 
API should be enhanced, and to prioritize those additions. 
Some general improvements: 

 Make more fields and tables accessible via the API 

 Be able to receive data from other systems 

 Be able to write to, and replace data in the EM/PM database 

 Be able to send files via the API 

 Be able to receive files via the API 

 



General Purpose Transactional API and Web Services 

Expanding the API 
to to return 
production-specific 
information 
 
Will use the same 
credentials and 
authentication 
mechanism as the 
existing EM Web 
Services calls 
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Actual Online Publication Date 

Article Type Name 

Date First Entered Production 

Date Production Was Completed 

Date Production Was Initiated 

Date Final Disposition Set 
Unique Document ID 

DOI 
Article Title 

Submission Actual Publication End Page 

Final Decision Date 

Global MS ID 

Import Date 

Preprint DOI 
Production Notes 

Submission Actual Publication Date 

Manuscript Number 
Submission Actual Publication Issue 

Submission Actual Publication Volume 

Publish With ID 

Initial Date Submitted 

Revision Number 
Actual Print Pages of Submission 

Submission Actual Publication Start Page 

Black and White Image Count 
Color Image Count 
Production Status Text 
Target Number of Pages 

Submission Target Online Publication Date 

Submission Target Publication Date 

Submission Target Publication Issue 

Submission Target Publication Volume 

EM Production Status 

Schedule Group element containing the following sub-elements 

Schedule Group TOC Headers Last Modified 

Schedule Group Status 

Schedule Group Black and White Image Budget 
Schedule Group Color Image Budget 
Schedule Group Description 

Schedule Group ID 

Schedule Group Notes 

Schedule Group Page Budget 
Target Publication Issue 

Schedule Group Target Number of Submissions 

Target Online Publication Date 

Target Publication Date 

Target Publication Volume 

Schedule Group Year 
Schedule Group Date Closed 

Schedule Group Date Re-opened 

Schedule Group Year 
Schedule Group Date Closed 

Schedule Group Date Re-opened 

Controlling Group Indicator 
Target Table of Contents Position 

Target End Page 

Target Start Page 

Schedule Group TOC Last Modified 

Task element containing multiple records for the following sub-elements (one 
record for each task assignment) 
Production Task Assignor ID 

Production Task Assignor's Role 

Assignee First Name 

Assignee Last Name 

Assignee Middle Name 

Assignee ID 

Assignee's Role 

Assignment Date 

Custom Metadata ID 

Assignor First Name 

Assignor Last Name 

Assignor Middle Name 

Task Name 

Question Text 
Question Rank 

Assignee's Response 

Submission Question Definition ID 

Task Assignment ID 

Submission Production Task Name 

Submission Production Task ID 

Submission Production Task Assignment Start Date 

Completion Date 



Conflict of Interest 

Company Confidential - Aries Systems Corporation 

Convey is a global disclosure system developed by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC) that allows publishers and societies 
to store conflict of interest disclosure information for authors and other 
members.  
 
Publications that have an agreement with Convey are able to use this 
system to set up and tailor their COI policy requirements, creating a 
series of forms and questionnaires within the Convey interface that will 
be presented to users.  
 
http://www.convey.org 



Possible COI integration – either point 
Editors and Reviewers to the COI system, 
or pull COI data into EM 

Conflict of Interest 
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Book Processing 

Better Permissions – currently, Editors have access to all books being 
managed in the system. New permissions will be added to allow and 
restrict access to the different books being processed. 

Better Book and Chapter Signalling – Book and chapter titles are 
missing from some folders. These fields will be added to the grids on 
those folders. 

Streamlined Book Planning – Table of Contents as a starting point. 
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Industry Standards 

Optimizing the 
machine reuse of 
scholarly content 
tagged in JATS XML, 
and to improving 
XML literacy. 

MECA - Developing a common approach 
to manuscript transfer that can be 
adopted across the industry. 

Advocating richer, 
connected, and 
reusable, open 
metadata for all 
research outputs. 

Making data Findable, Accessible, 
Interoperable, and Re-usable. 



Artificial Intelligence 
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Manuscript evaluation tools that use 
advanced machine intelligence and 
natural-language understanding to 
help publications assess the quality of 
submitted manuscripts by examining 
the structure, declarations, statistics, 
referencing, and other manuscript 
elements.  



Blockchain for Peer Review 
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A protocol where 
information about peer 
review activities are 
stored on a blockchain, 
allowing the review 
process to be 
independently validated, 
to ensure recognition 
and validation for 
reviewers, while 
adhering to laws on 
privacy, data protection 
and confidentiality. 



Global Identity Management 
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Resource Access for the 21st Century (RA21) is a 
joint STM and NISO initiative aimed at optimizing 
access to scholarly information resources 
across publishers, librarians, campuses, vendors, 
and identity federation operators. 

ORCID’s vision is a world where all who 
participate in research, scholarship, and 
innovation are uniquely identified and 
connected to their contributions across 
disciplines, borders, and time. 



Tony Alves 
Director, Product Management 
Orcid.org/0000-0001-7054-1732 

Questions? 
Thank you! 


