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Beyond Version 17.0
Continuous Code Release – new features monthly 
starting in September 2020



Development Schedule

Change to development process to accelerate feature delivery

waterfall 

agile



What this means…

Monthly Updates –

• Continuous code delivery

• Can include more than just bug fixes

• Work closely with client to manage scope and identify MVP

• Deliver small wins in a shorter timeframe

• Larger enhancements released in phases

• API enhancements, transmittal changes, third party integrations that 

don’t require extensive UI, cross-publication reporting 



Development Schedule
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Release Schedule

Two more major releases: 
• 16.1 in beta now, early release January 2020
• 17.0 in development now, beta April/May 2020*
• 17.0+ continuous code delivery – monthly updates

*partial continuous code delivery



User Interface and User Experience
UI – modernize the look of EM & PM
UX – guide the user, “what do I do next”, “what needs my attention”



Deep Link Login Requirement
Security concerns have 
been expressed with 
carrying out a full login 
when a user clicks a 
deep link in an email. 

A new deep link 
shielding configuration 
requires the user to log 
in before granting 
access to EM via any full 
login deep link. 



APD Field List Response 
Options

The current List option for Additional 
People Detail fields only allows single-
value selection dropdown lists. 
New functionality will allow users to 
select more than one value when 
working with APDs:
• Drop-down list (currently the only list 

type on the APD interface)
• Radio Buttons
• Checkboxes
• Scrolling Selector



Simplify Submission Process
“Xtract” simplifies the submission process by automatically extracting 
metadata – title, abstract, authors & affiliations, and keyword.

Some publications want to further simplify the process for authors, 
particularly at initial submission, opting to ask for detailed data at revision.

The requirement that the submitting author review and fix/complete co-
author data can be onerous. 

Solution: Disable the co-author extract and leave co-author fields empty.



Simplify Submission Process
• Disable extraction of Co-Author metadata entirely
• Extract Co-Author metadata for new submissions, but not for revisions
• Extract Co-Author metadata for both new and revised submissions



Simplify Submission Process
Some publications want to simplify the submission process for staff as well!

Currently when “Tech Check” is configured, it must be performed on new 
submissions. This can be a waste of resources if the paper is likely to be 
rejected early in the process.

Solution: Allow different levels of Tech Check at initial submission and 
revision; and to even delay Tech Check until the author submits a revision.



Simplify Submission Process
Create different Tech 
Check checklists that 
can be applied to 
different Article Types.

Apply different Tech 
Check checklists to 
either or both New 
Submissions and 
Revised Submissions.



Authors and co-
authors often 
have multiple 
affiliations (e.g., 
an academic 
position at a 
university and a 
medical residency 
at a hospital).

These will be 
stored as separate 
entities.
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Discrete Affiliations – Xtract, etc.



APIs and Web Services
Customers have:
• Preferred technology partners
• Third party services
• In-house tech and products
• Vendors

APIs – allow integration with other systems in a generic and 
non-proprietary way



Aries historic approach 
Aries has several APIs – purpose-built, created to interact with a third party 
system, or workflow purpose, such as Ingest, payment systems, repository 
deposit.
Aries has a general purpose API – webhooks deliver messages to endpoints as 
events occur; publication sends request and results are sent.

Going forward
Increase number and flexibility of general APIs – different services and 
systems require different types of APIs; workflow and integration points must 
be considered.



AI Integration

Manuscript evaluation tools that use advanced machine intelligence and 
natural-language understanding to help assess quality by examining the 
structure, declarations, statistics, referencing, and other manuscript 
elements.

API allows passing of metadata and files to a third-party service, that service 
can then return a report, a link to a report, and a set of scores that can be 
displayed in the EM/PM user interface.



AI Integration

SciScore – SciCrunch – research resource identifier
Access Innovations – taxonomy
Unsilo – manuscript QA
Penelope.ai – manuscript QA
Ada – Editage – manuscript QA
Scholarcy – manuscript summary and QA
Ripeta – reproducibility assessment 
Lpixel - image manipulation detection
Proofig – image manipulation detection
Urkund – plagiarism detection



Conflict of Interest
Convey is a global disclosure system developed by the Association of 
American Medical Colleges (AAMC) that allows publishers and societies 
to store conflict of interest disclosure information for authors and other 
members. 

Publications that have an agreement with Convey are able to use this 
system to set up and tailor their COI policy requirements, creating a 
series of forms and questionnaires within the Convey interface that will 
be presented to users. 

http://www.convey.org



Possible COI integration – either point 
Editors and Reviewers to the COI system, 
or pull COI data into EM.

Conflict of Interest



Other API Integrations
Reviewer Finder
•ProQuest/Pivot*
•Publons
•Unsilo

APC Payment System
•CCC/RightsLink*
•Aptara

* EXISTING



Batch Functions
•Batch Editor Assignment –assign multiple submissions to a single Editor
•Article Type Configuration – make changes across multiple Article Types

• Batch Task Assignment– assign multiple Editorial Tasks at once*
• Set Final Disposition – set the Final Disposition for multiple submissions*
• Turn On and Turn Off Flags – enable or disable flags on multiple submission*
• Submission Item Configuration – make changes across multiple items
• Task Configuration – make changes across multiple tasks
• Role Configuration – change configurations across multiple sub-roles

* NEXT



Batch Task 
Assignment
Editorial Tasks can be 
assigned prior to Final 
Disposition, without 
initiating production on 
a submission.
Batch Task assignment 
(similar to Production 
Tasks) will allow the 
assignment of multiple 
Editorial Tasks to a 
single person at once.



Batch Task 
Assignment
The assigner will see 
all of the submissions 
getting batch 
assigned, and will be 
able to customize a 
single letter to be 
sent to the assignee 
listing all of the 
assignments.



Set Final 
Disposition
Be able to set the Final 
Disposition for multiple 
submissions at once.
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Flags

Turn On and Turn Off 
Flags – be able to 
enable or disable flags 
on multiple submission 
at once



Page Anchors
To improve user experience, buttons and links returning the user to the 
parent page are now enhanced with anchors to return focus to the last item 
that was being viewed in the following locations:
Links returning to the Search Submissions – Search Results page 
Links returning to the Search Proposals – Search Results page 
Links returning to the PolicyManager parent pages:
• Edit Letters
• Create Custom Questions
• Edit Article Types
• Create Registration Questions
• Add/Edit Additional People Detail Fields
• Add/Edit Additional Manuscript Detail Fields
• Add/Edit Additional Schedule Group Detail Fields



Page Anchors



XML Workflow

Phased Development and Release Plan

• Phase 2B: More Production-focused XML tools

• Phase 3: Moving XML into the peer review workflow  



‘Pagination’ Tasks

• We will integrate a 
layout/pagination engine

• Will reformat and layout XML for 
delivery
• E.g. Print, PDF

• Based on customer layout 
templates

• Solo task for a single 
submission…

XML Pagination Task

Layout Engine

Assign Task to Trigger Process Process Ending Submits Task

Aries Full-Text XML

File Inventory

Layout Template

Delivers Typeset Pages



Full-Text Conversion Task

• Takes a document to convert as the 
Assignment File
• Software automatically converts 

document to structured XML
• No template needed
• Heuristics to deconstruct files with 

a variety of structures
• On completion of the process, EM/PM 

automatically “submits the Task”

XML Conversion Task

Word-XML

Assignment File

Assign Task to Trigger Process

Process Ending 
Submits Task

Aries Full-Text XML



Phase 3 – Full-Text Conversion on Submission

• Structured text in JATS XML from the start
• Apply AI to assist in manuscript enrichment and quality checks
• Apply AI to assist in Editor evaluation
• Capture Peer-Review commentary in XML via EM XML Editor
• Revision process refines live text via EM XML Editor
• Accepted text is ready to go

Web-Based
WP-like             

XML Editor



XML Editor

Submission

Auto Conversion

XML

Review and Decision Rev 0 Review and Decision Rev 1Revision

Accept

Allowing: XML-First in Editorial



Short-listed
Items being considered for later in 2020 and 2021



Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff
Request and Grant/Deny Due Date Extensions – mechanism for Authors and Reviewers to 
request a due date extension, and for Editors and staff to grant or deny the extension
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Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff
Removing Role 
Shortcuts – easy 
access to close 
out open Editor 
assignments 
instead of 
hunting down 
each assignment 
that prevents the 
role change or 
people record 
inactivation



Shortcuts for Editors and Editorial Staff
Article Type Specific Recommendation Terms – Ability to define a list of Reviewer 
Recommendation and Editor Decision Terms by Article Type

Company Confidential - Aries Systems Corporation



Cross-Publication Functionality
Editorial Manager and ProduXion Manager: 1 journal = 1 EM site
Extend “Enterprise View” – into the rest of PM and EM
Article Type Configuration – create Article Types or change configurations 
across multiple EM sites at once
Submission Item Configuration – create Submission Items or change 
configurations across multiple EM sites at once
Production Task Configuration – create Tasks or change configurations across 
multiple EM/PM sites at once
Role Configuration – create Editor and Reviewer roles or change configurations 
across multiple EM/PM sites at once



Letter/Email Improvements
Attachments – configure standard file attachments so that when the letter is 
sent from EM the attachment will automatically be included
“High Importance” designation – allow emails to be designated as High 
Importance on a template level and ad hoc when sending
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Reminder Letter Enhancements
Configure Reminder Letters to Send by Intervals – instead of setting up 
multiple reports with different due dates, configure a single report the sends 
reminders at intervals, e.g., after 1 day, 5 days and 10 days
Auto-reminders for Co-Authors – automated reminders to co-authors for 
verification, verify and register, and completing questionnaires
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